
 Session 9 

At the beginning of our trek into the Dark Woods, we heard of Peter’s failure as a primary 
spiritual gift.  Peter’s story so parallels our own failures, fears and missteps.  Even towards 
the end, Peter fails to keep his promise to his beloved Jesus, denying any association with 
him three times when the going got rough.  But again it is this utter failure that will guide and 
strengthen him for what came next. Upon this sinking rock, the church was built and 
expanded to include others considered “other” or “unworthy.”  Where do we go from here?  
We journey into our fullness, continuing to embrace the Gifts of the Dark Wood where the 
Spirit beckons us into extraordinary life.  
 

This week we focus on “Where Do We Go From Here” 
 

Prayer 
Holy, Living God, 

we share in the light of your glory  
through your Son, the light of the world.  

Make this new fire holy, 
and inflame us with new hope.  

 
We pray now that this light represent the resurrection of your church.  

We pray now for the transformation of lives, 
especially those who walk through the Dark Wood of  

uncertainty, fear, emptiness, temptation, 
loneliness, illness, economic hardship, 

prejudice and hatred.  
 

Awaken us, O God, to be your light on the path for others.  
We ask this through Christ our Risen Lord. 

Let the people say, Amen.  
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Contemporary Reading 
 
“The Rock upon which Jesus said he would build his church was never intended 
to be the firm foundation most people assume.  The “Rock” Jesus referred to 
was Simon, whom Jesus had renamed Peter (“Rock”) after sinking like a rock in 
the Sea of Galilee.  If Peter’s attempt to walk on water signals the character of 
the community Jesus sought to build, then it would most certainly be 
adventurous, daring, responsive to Jesus’ call … and somewhat prone to failure.  
One might even surmise that Jesus considered right failure to be at least as 
important as right belief or right action.”  ~ Eric Elnes, Gifts of the Dark Wood 
page 169  
 

Reflection 
 
Can you think of a time when failure brought you closer to God?  Or closer to the path of your soul’s 

calling?  In a society that puts so much value on “success,” can we learn to embrace our failures  
and see the gifts that are presented within them? 

 
Eric Elnes writes, “I have come to realize that Peter’s accomplishments did not happen despite his 

shortcomings and failures but in and through them.” 
Allow Peter to serve as a reminder that you do not need to be “perfect” in your mind or based on 

“society’s standards” for God to work in and through you.  You are already perfect in God’s eyes and 
loved beyond your wildest imagination.  Let that really sink in. 

 
We close this series with one last quote from Eric Elnes book, which I would highly recommend 

reading, Gifts of the Dark Wood.  “You have a place in this world; a place where everything comes 
together in your body and you disappear into a seamless whole.  Move beyond whatever  

shortcomings afflict you and inhabit this world with your fullest self.” 
 
 
 
* All information in this insert is taken from Dr. Marcia McPhee’s worship series titled, “Gifts of the 
Dark Wood.” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Matthew 16:18 (CEB)  

 
“I tell you that you are Peter.  And I’ll build my church on this rock.  The gates 

of the underworld won’t be able to stand against it.”  
 


