
Sunday Worship 
September 6, 2026 10:00 am  
 *Denotes Standing, in body and/or spirit 

 
Worship Theme:​ Loving Thy Neighbor 
 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE  
  

Prelude ​ “Aria” ​ Robert Lau 
 
Welcome & Announcements (see insert)​ Anita Stabler-Hussey 
 
*Call to Worship (Responsively) ​ Psalm 119​ Leader 
Leader:​ Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I will 

observe it to the end. 
People:​ Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and 

observe it with my whole heart. 
Leader:​ Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight 

in it. 
People:​ Turn my heart to your decrees, and not to selfish gain. 
Leader:​ Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; give me life in your 

ways. 
People:​ Confirm to your servant your promise, which is for 

those who fear you. 
Leader:​ Turn away the disgrace that I dread, for your ordinances 

are good. 
People:​ See, I have longed for your precepts; in your 

righteousness give me life. 
 
*Opening Hymn        ​ “How Great Thou Art”            ​ UMH #77 
​ ​    
*Opening Prayer (Unison)​ ​ Leader 
Heavenly Father, we come to you this day desiring to “keep your law 
and to observe it with our whole heart.” While we desire to “Love our 
neighbor as ourself,” we confess that we often fall short of that high 
bar. We put our needs above others. We put our needs above Yours. 
We have failed to truly “live” in your righteousness. Forgive us, we 
ask, and turn our hearts towards You. May we confess our sins and 
approach the altar to commune with you cleansed by the work of 
Jesus on the cross. We are not worthy to receive you, but only speak 
the word, and your servant shall be healed. We pray this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

Words of Assurance​ Offering the Peace of Christ 
 
A Time for Children of All Ages                     ​  
 

WE PROCLAIM THE WORD OF GOD  
  
Epistle Lesson:  ​ Romans 13:8–14  (NRSV)​ Leader 
     Lector: ​ The Word of the Lord.   
     People: ​ Thanks be to God!  
  
 *Gospel Reading:​ Matthew 18:15–20  (NRSV) ​  
     Lector:​ The Word of God for the People of God 
     People: ​ Thanks be to God! 
  
Message​ Love in Unity​ Pastor Chuck 
 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD  
 
We Lift Up to God Our Prayers and Concerns​ Pastoral Prayer 
  
*Doxology​ The Offering of our Gifts 
 
The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)​  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.​ **universal 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/romans/passage/?q=romans+13:8-14
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+18:15-20


 
GREAT THANKSGIVING​ ​ ​ ​     Pastor Chuck 
 
Giving of the Bread and Cup​​ ​ Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
 

WE CARRY THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD  
  
*Sending Hymn​   “Gift of Love”​ UMH #408 
​  
*Benediction 
 
*Benediction Response   ​    “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”​  UMH #557 
​         (v. 1) 
                
Postlude             

​      
Join us for Coffee Hour 

 
Coming Up: 

September 13th. - Sunday Worship Service @10am - Join us LIVE 
or ONLINE as we resume our study of God’s Word (Matthew 
18:21–35) to hear Jesus' strong lesson on Forgiveness. Plus, join us 
for RALLY DAY where we return with an Ice Cream treat! 
 

___________________________________________ 
Join us Wednesday’s @ 7:30am for  

Wednesday-Wakeup Devotional & Fellowship 

                                           
                       Zoom Link                    YouTube (https://bitly.com/WWakeup) 
                    (Live Meeting)                               (Recorded Sessions) 
 
Pastor:  Reverend Charles J. Schif​ Liturgist: Anita Stabler-Hussey  
Pianist/Organist:  RoseAnne Homola​ Lay Leader:  Patti Early 

Music Leaders:  Patti Early and RoseAnne Homola 
 

 Email: ​ umc@umcmonroe.org   ​          Telephone:  203.268.8395  
Web site:​ www.umcmonroe.org   
Email:​ Pastor@UMCMonroe.org  ​ Pastor’s cell:  203.560.2220 
 

 

 

 
Worship Livestream Zoom link: 

 
 
United Methodist Church of Monroe  

A member of the Eastern Fairfield Cooperative Parish 
 515 Cutlers Farm Road 

Monroe, CT  06468 
 

Sunday, September 6, 2026 
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